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Medical helicopters upgraded 


■by Vincent Picard 

wiTt&r _ 

- : I oil ( .‘ai'SC4 s 571st Medical De- 
' i;i.:hmrnt (H elic opter Ambulance) 
iv ?u tT>r.- process of upgrading 
^ ' t helicopters "from UH-1V 
— Hueys to tJH-60A Blackhawks in 
a lAdVe to improve mission capa- 
;« biiities. 

'i'! ‘'Fpf^Car^ais' concdngup to 
■Sipeed”, said Maj. Donald West, 
;.detachmcnt commander. “We are 
the latest un^to make, the up- 
%rade’’"FqrL,Lewis,^.(Wash.), is do- 
ing it next summer.’ ’ 

According to West, the Black- 
; . hawkjS wijljjnprove the unit’s mis- 
Sibh by increasing*range and 
*•' ; sgeed u j 

^“We £yill ^cfable to,fly further 
\and f aste r between fuel stops, giv- 
uJTTTnorgTune 1 y response to 
.•.missions^ 7 he^aid. 'T^e will also 
* f i;i v gjm in£j e;s in weight capac- 
iiy for equipment*’ 

The dft.icl, nif»nf v. ill continue to 

’ - i = '-e i.l.ioi: ,l.:\.Hiicy:•> [\ r missions 


until the transition is complete. 
They received their first four out 
of 15 Blackhawks June 30. and 
only one has been modified com¬ 
pletely for evacuation flights. 

West said that the first day the 
new helicopters will be available 
for use in. the area is Aug. 15. The 
helicopters will not be used at the 
detachments other site. Fort Bliss, 
Texas, until Sept. 15, when three 
regularly scheduled Hueys will be 
replaced with the newly modified 
Blackhawks. 

“Wc are currently training 
Blackhawk maintainers and pilots 
to the MEDBVAC mission,” said 
West. 

All of the incoming Black¬ 
hawks are from various units and 
installations in the continental 
United States. They are turning in 
the Hueys in a variety of loca¬ 
tions, including four to the United 
Nations’ mission in Haiti and 
three to a depot-level rebuilt, ac¬ 
cording to West. 

Because of the Blackhawk’s 
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Spo. Josh Anderson, 571st Medical Detachment crew chief, examines 
a newly equipped UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter. 

larger size, West said that another the transition. West said that the 
part of the transition will be to detachment is happy about the 

visit the various emergency medi- change. 

cai services and hospitals in the “We are looking forward to the 

area to present the new helicop- transition,” he said. “This will 
ters and to reinforce safety precau- greatly enhance our wartime capa- 
tions around the landing areas. biiities, as well as our civilian mis- 

Despite the work involved in sions.” 
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gkets: $5 per day General Admission. On sale at Fort Carson, all military installations, and independent Records and Videos. 
v Open to the public. No cans, coolers, pets or cameras allowed. Rain or shine-no refunds. 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
By Pregnant Women May Result in Feta! 
Injury, Premature Birth, And Low Birth Weight. 


This advertisement does not express or imply an endorsement of the sponsor or its 
products or services by the U.S. Army or any other part of the Federal Government 

O PMilip Morris Inc. 1995 y 

16 mg ’tar.” 1.1 mg nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method. s 



Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ssnm0004 













